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AN BAELT AMEErCAN PEAYBE-BOOK HITHEETO 

UNKNOWN. 

BY CHARLES R. HILDEBURN. 

Among the books bequeathed to the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania by the late John Clement, of Haddonfield, 
1ST. J., is a prayer-book hitherto unknown to bibliographers 
and liturgians. The title and collation are as follows : The | 
Sacrement | of the | Lord's Supper | explain'd : | Or the 
Things to be | Known and Done, | To make a | Worthy 
Communicant. With Suitable | Prayers | and | Medita- 
tions. | By | The Right Reverend Father in Cod, | Edmund 
Lord Bishop of London. | To which is added, | The Holy 
Days, or the Feasts and | Fasts, as' they are to be observed 
in | the Church of England, Explained : | And the Reasons 
why they are Yearly | Celebrated. | Williamsburg: | Printed 
and Sold by W. Parks. 1740. | 16mo. | 

Collation : Title, 1 leaf; To the Inhabitants of Lambeth, 
pp. 3-9 ; Introduction, pp. 10-11 ; text, pp. 12-127 ; Family 
Devotion, Title, 1 leaf; To the Inhabitants of Lambeth, 
pp. 3-7 ; Exhortation to Family Prayer, pp. 8-19 ; Prayers, 
pp. 20-56; The Holy Days &c. Title, 1 p.; To the Reader, 
1 p. ; Prayers, pp. 3-47. The first of the secondary titles 
read : Family-Devotion : | or, an | Exhortation | to | Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer | in Families. | With two | Forms 
of Prayer, | Suited to those Two Seasons, and | also fitted 
for the Use of one Per- | son in Private. | To which are 
now added, | Two shorter Forms, to be used by Chil- | dren 
and Servants, when they cannot con- | veniently be present 
at the Family Prayers. | First drawn up for the Use of the 
Inhabitants | of the Parish of Lambeth, and now Re- | vised 
and Enlarged, | By | The Right Reverend Father in God, | 
Edmund, Lord Bishop of London. | The Tenth Edition. | 
Williamsburg : | Printed by William Parks, 1740. | 
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The second of these titles reads : The | Holy Days | Or 
The | Feasts and Fasts, | As they are observed in the | 
Church of England, | Explained : | And the Reasons why 
they are | Yearly Celebrated. | ... | .... | Williamsburg : 
| Printed by William Parks, 1740. | In spite of the separate 
titles-pages and pagination of the three parts, the sheet 
marks, which run consecutively from A to P, show the book 
to have been printed at one time and that it was intended 
to be issued as a whole. The first of the many editions of 
this once popular manual was published in London in 1705. 
It is not a reprint of the Book of Common Prayer, but seems 
to be wholly of Bishop Gibson's own composition, and was 
therefore no infringement of the patent which protected 
the publication of the ritual of the Established Church. At 
the date of its first issue Dr. Gibson was rector of Lambeth, 
and he did not become Bishop of London until 1723. The 
volume may justly be called an early Virginia imprint, as 
printing did not find a permanent foothold in that colony 
until 1733. The quickly suppressed attempt to establish 
a press in that colony in 1682, made by John Buckner 1 
having no imitator until the arrival of Parks in the year 
above mentioned. The Society is to be congratulated on 
the acquisition of an early and excessively rare American 
imprint, whose existence goes to show a tendency of Vir- 
ginia thought and feeling of the earlier part of the eigh- 
teenth century. 

1 See Thomas' History of Printing, Vol. I., p. 331. 
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